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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION
AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

In the Matter of: Docket No. 79-AFC-4C

BOTTLE ROCK GEOTHERMAL
POWER PLANT

STAFF PREHEARING
CONFERENCE STATEMENT
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STAFF PREHEARING CONFERENCE STATEMENT,
DIRECT TESTIMONY, AND EXHIBIT LIST

l. BACKGROUND

The Energy Commission certified the 55 MW Department of Water Resources (DWR)
Bottle Rock Geothermal Power Plant (BRPP) in 1980 for the purpose of providing
electricity for the State Water Project. Operations at BRPP commenced in 1985. By
1990, DWR elected to close the facility due to a lack of geothermal steam. The Energy
Commission approved an amendment to the conditions of certification that modified the
monitoring and reporting requirements in consideration of the plant's shutdown status in
April 1993 [Energy Commission Order #93-0426-02]. The Energy Commission
approved an extension for the suspension of operations in October 1997, allowing DWR
an additional three years to prepare a facility closure plan [Energy Commission Order
#97-1203-1(a)].

On April 6, 2001, DWR submitted a Petition to transfer ownership of BRPP from DWR
to the Bottle Rock Power Corporation.

In its Order approving the Petition for transfer of ownership dated May 30, 2001, the
Energy Commission found that “adequate measures appear to have been taken to
enable DWR to ensure the proper closure and decommissioning of the Bottle Rock
Power Plant subsequent to the transfer of ownership in the event Bottle Rock Power
Corporation is unable to do so.” The Energy Commission’s approval was specifically
conditioned on compliance with the purchase agreement:

(@) The parties shall strictly adhere to the terms of the "Purchase
Agreement for the Bottle Rock Power Plant and Assignment of
Geothermal Lease".
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